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Reverse Evolution…a people-friendly, 
fish-friendly, eco-friendly waterfront 

for a 21st century city



Team Narrative

Team 9: Reverse Evolution

Team “Reverse Evolution” created “a people-friendly, fish-friendly, eco-friendly waterfront for a 
21st century city.” The plan was active and urban, wild and playful, transforming under-used 
landscapes into high-caliber urban amenities.  Noting Seattle’s paucity of major downtown 
parks, Reverse Evolution dramatically expands the total open space available to Seattle 
residents.
In 1894, the Duwamish Estuary’s mudflats, streams and marshes teamed with life.  Over time, 
the river has been straightened to support industry, thus depleting the river’s biodiversity.  
Team 9 joins long-term restoration efforts in reversing the damage done to this essential 
ecosystem.  Reverse Evolution dramatically restores shoreline habitat by eroding the banks of 
Terminal 46 so that it begins to once again look and function li ke a river delta.  Terminal 46 
becomes Duwamish Basin Park in an effort to redevelop 88 acres for needed parklands, 
sports fields, high-density housing, and commercial uses and a school of ecology.  Taking 
cues from nature, replicated coves, canals and mudflats restore habitat while providing a place 
for outdoor recreation and education. 
Near Pike Place, a green roofed hilltown of meandering streets tumbles down the slope from 
the Market to the waterfront.  And between the Olympic Sculpture Park and a water-focused 
Vine Street, an esplanade of retail shops and artist lofts creates a cultural corridor along Elliott 
Bay. 
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